[Uveitis in multiple sclerosis : Overview and perspectives].
The association of uveitis and multiple sclerosis (MS) is less well known than the association between optic neuritis and MS even though MS patients suffer ten times more often from uveitis than the normal population. In this group of patients, intermediate uveitis presenting with periphlebitis and "snowbanks" or "snowballs", as well as granulomatous anterior uveitis play an important role. Simultaneous occurrence of MS and uveitis could be due to the fact that both neural and ocular tissues have the same embryological origin or could be the consequence of an immunological reaction following an Epstein-Barr virus infection. The aim is to find a drug for these patients that treats both MS and uveitis. Currently various studies with different drugs already used successfully in MS patients are under investigation for use in the treatment of uveitis. There is some evidence that interferon beta is effective in macular edema associated with uveitis. Other substances, such as daclizumab, natalizumab and fingolimod also seem to be promising.